seamen to furl the sails, which being immediately done," the
poor fellows no sooner descended on to the deck than Roche
and his hellish associates murdered them and threw them
overboard. At this instant a man and a boy at the yard-arm,
observing what had passed, and dreading a similar fate,
hurried towards the topmast-head, when one of the Irishmen,
named Cullen, followed them, and seizing the boy threw him
into the sea. The man, thinking to effect at least a present
escape, descended to the main deck, where Roche instantly
seized him, murdered him, and then threw him overboard.
The noise occasioned by these transactions alarming the
sailors below, they hurried up with all possible expedition;
but they were severally seized and murdered as fast as
they came on deck, being first knocked on the head, and
then thrown into the sea. At length the master and mate
came on the quarterdeck, when Roche and his villainous
companions seized them and, tying them back to back,
committed them to the merciless waves.
These execrable murders being perpetrated, the murderers
ransacked the chests of the deceased, then sat down to regale
themselves with liquor; and while the profligate crew were
carousing they determined to commence as pirates, and that
Roche should be the captain, as the reward of his superior
villainy.
They had intended to have sailed up the Gulf of St
Lawrence, but as they were within a few days' sail of the
British Channel when the bloody tragedy was acted, and
finding themselves short of provisions, they put into Ports-
mouth, and giving the vessel a fictitious name they painted
her afresh, and then sailed for Rotterdam, At this city
they disposed of their cargo and took in a fresh one. Here
they were unknown; and an English gentleman, named
Annesley, shipped considerable property on board, and
took his passage with them for the Port of London; but
the villains threw this unfortunate gentleman overboard
after they had been only one day at sea.
When the ship arrived in the River Thames, Mr Annesley's
friends made inquiry after him, in consequence of his having
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